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Department of Community and Economic Development Interoffice Memo

TO:
Robert Donchez, President of Council

FROM:
John B. Callahan, Mayor

RE:
Preserve America community designation

Attached is a resolution to support the designation of Bethlehem as a Preserve America community.

The mission of the Preserve America program has been to recognize and honor communities that preserve both local and national heritage. Annually, this program recognizes cities like Bethlehem, which use their historic assets for economic development, tourism and community revitalization. Bethlehem will be submitting its application for designation this spring.

The Preserve America program is a federal initiative. Designation as a Preserve America community would enhance our regional identity and expose Bethlehem to various benefits such as national recognition, eligibility for Preserve America grants, authorization to use the Preserve America logo, listing in a Web-based Preserve America Community directory, national and regional .press releases and enhanced community visibility and pride. Other Pennsylvania communities that have been honored with this designation have won grants of up to $150,000 to fund projects that sustain their cultural resources. Types of past grant projects have included research and development, interpretation and education, planning, marketing, and training. In 2007, Cheltenham Township was awarded a grant for their "Cultural Resources Survey". As a Certified Local

Government and the first Pennsylvania community to have enacted legislation protecting our historic district in 1961, we are an excellent candidate for this honor and future grant awards.

Working together towards designation as a Preserve America community is a great way to celebrate our past as we continue to transition into a stronger future. We request that this resolution be placed on an upcoming agenda for enactment.

CC: City Council members

City Clerk T. Hanna D. Heller

M. Lefevre. PHMC

C. Donchez Mowers, Historic Bethlehem Partnership

RESOLUTION NO.

City of Bethlehem Resolution for
Preserve America Community Designation

WHEREAS, Preserve America is a White House initiative developed in cooperation with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the U.S. Department of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the goals of this initiative include a greater shared knowledge about our Nation's past, strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local participation in preserving the country's irreplaceable cultural and natural heritage assets, and support for the economic vitality of communities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Bethlehem has recognized the importance of these initiatives at least since creating the State's first local ordinance historic district in 1961. Bethlehem shares this program's interests and goals related to historic preservation; and

WHEREAS, designation as a Preserve America Community will improve our community's ability to protect and promote our historical resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bethlehem will apply for the designation of City of Bethlehem as a Preserve America Community; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that City of Bethlehem will protect and celebrate our heritage, use our historic assets for economic development and community revitalization, and encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through education and heritage tourism programs.

This resolution has been duly prepared and adopted by the City Council of the City of Bethlehem in a public meeting held this
day of
, 2008.






Sponsored by:  





ADOPTED by Council this 

 day of 


, 2008.









President of Council

ATTEST: 
City Clerk








DATE:	3/7/08
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